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Preface

The Council of Higher Education annually collects a variety of data on the

activities of Virginia's academic institutions. This report presents data on the

activities of Virginia's academic libraries during the 1990-1991 academic year.

The data were derived primarily from the Council's survey, Colleae and University

Libraries. 1990-1991 and Fall 1991 (Form LB). Data on the educational and

general expenditures (E&G) of the institutions were taken from the Integrated

Postsecondary Education Data System survey, Finance. FY 1991 (IPEDS F1 /F2).

Two independent institutions, Institute of Textile Technology and Virginia

Seminary and College, did not respond to the Council's survey. Data for two

other independent institutions, Notre Dame Apostolic Catechetical Institute and

Presbyterian School of Christian Educaiton, are not included because those

institutions provide library services through third-party agreements.

The responding institutions sometimes omitted specific data elements on

their survey responses. These missing data are indicated by dashes in the

appropriate tables.

A short narrative summary precedes the data tables that show the academic

libraries' activities during 1990-1991. Five sets of tables are included: a

systemwide summary; separate sets for public four-year, public two-year, and

independent institutions; and a ranking of all Virginia academic libraries

according to fifteen data elements.

During the collection and compilation of the data contained herein, the

Council staff received the full cooperation and assistance of the responding

libraries. Every effort has been made to ensure that the data are as accurate

and complete as possible.
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ACADEMIC LIBRARIES IN VIRGINIA, 1990 -1991

During the 1990-1991 academic year, fiscal constraints

restrained the growth of collections, forced staff positions to

remain unfilled, and limited both expenditures and services of the

academic libraries. Yet the libraries continued to respond to

increased demands for information resources and services through

increased reliance on electronic technology and shared resources.

Compared to the previous year,

Virginia's academic library collections grew at a modest rate.

Bookstock increased by 771,258 volumes (4.81 %)
Periodical subscriptions decreased by 120 (-0.09 %)
Microform pieces increased by 3,893,729 (18.63 %)

The libraries relied more heavily on part-time staff.

Full-time staff positions decreased by 24 (-1.61 %)
Part -time staff positions increased by 47.80 FIE (42.29%)
90.50 FTE staff positions remained vacant, an increase of 10.50 FTE (13.13 %)
Student assistance decreased by 8.29 FTE (-1.80 X)

Library funding increased only slightly.

Expenditures for materials increased by $760,701 (2.65 x)
Total expenditures increased by $167,342 (0.20 %)
Library percent of ELG expenditure remained steady at 3.48%

Increased expenditures for periodicals did not keep pace with
inflation of periodical subscription prices.

Periodical expenditures increased by 51,291,666 (8.81 %)
Average cost of subscriptions rose from $115.69 to $127.36, a one-year increase of $10.09

Library service hours and circulations declined slightly.

5.27 million items circulated, decreasing by 14,354 items (-0.27 %)
Average weekly service decreased from 80.9 to 80.0 hours

The libraries increasingly relied on electronic technologies.

Membership in library networks increased by 7 libraries (13.46 %)
Automated library catalogs now contain more than 90 percent of the libraries' book holdings
Patron use of fee-based automated search services increased by 68,350 searches (49.33 1) while their

cost decreased by $216,704 (-28.87 %)

More library resources were shared within the Commonwealth.

Total interlibrary loans increased by 28,139 transactions (9.24 IC)
Items lent to other Virginia libraries increased by 16,114 (22.83 %)
Items borrowed from other Virginia libraries increased by 10,110 (24.22 %)
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